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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF HOM(C.- 
OPATHY. 


Proceedings of the Fifth Anniversary Session 
of the American Institute of Homeopathy 
held@in New York, on Wednesday, June 
14/h, 1848. 


The Institute was called to order at 10 
o'clock by the Provisional Secretary. 


The election of officers being first in order, 
the Insiitute proceeded to ballot for Chairman, 


Docts. Kirby and Barlow were appointed 
tellers, who announced the unanimous elec- 
tion of Walter Williamson, M. D., of Phi!a- 
delphia, as Chairman of the Convention. 


The following officers were then ballotted 
for and elected. 


For General Secretary, Edward Bayard, 
M. D. of New York. 








R. A. Snow, M. D., of New York, Provis- 
ional Secretary. 


Treasurer, S. R. Kirby, M. D. of New- 
York. 


The reading of the minutes of the last ses- 
sion, was on motion dispensed with. 


The roll of Members was then called, and on 
the repor. of the Committee on Elections, the 
following gentlemen were elected Members of 
the Institute. 


L. G. Vinal, M. D.—A Koch, M. D. of 


M,D.—F. W. Donovan, M. D. 
M,; D.—Adam Miller, M. D. 
t r, M. D., of New York. 

G. Gurnsey, M. D.—S. C. Hanford, M. 
D.—M. H. Palmer M. D, of Williamsburgh. 

J. R. Brown, M. D., Phenix, N. Y. 

D. 8. Smith, M. D., Chicago, Ill. 

L. Keep, M. D., Fair Haven, Ct. 

J. D. Middleton, M. D., Baltimore, Md. 

J. D. More, M. D, Newtown, Pa. 

S. H. Norton, M. D., Bridgeport, Ct. 

J.B. Petherbridge, Paterson, N. J. 

George Barrows, M. D., Taunton, Mass. 

Dr. D. H. Beard, Troy, Vt. 

E. E, Marcy, M. D.—C, A. Taft, M, D., 
Hartford, Ct. 

N. Stebbins, M. D., Clinton; N. Y. 

W. G. Wolcott, M. D., White Hall, N. Y, 

L. B. Wells, M. D., Pompey, N. Y. 

A. C. Barke, M. D.—R. M. Stansbury, M. 
D., Brookiyn, N. Y. 

J. K. Reading, M. D. Byberry, Pa, 

J. €. Raymond, M. D,, Waterville, N. Y, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Dr. Wells from the Committee on that sub- 
ject, offered a reporton Posology. Dr. Wells 
stated that the report was Made without the 
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eo-operation of the other members of the com. 
mitiee. 

The report was read, discussed at some 
lengt,, and ordered to be printed. 


Dr. Kirby, on leave, offered the following 
Resolution, which was read, laid on the table 
and subsequently called up and adopted. Re- 
solved : 

That the Reporis of Committees on the 
Science or Art of Medicine be receive! and 
recorded among the proceedings of the Insti- 
tute, without a vote upon them, 


On motion of Dr. Gray, 250 copies of Dr. 
Weil’s Report were ordered to be printed for 
the use of members. 


Dr. Flagg from the Committee on Anatom- 
ical Nomenclature presented a report in part. 
The report was in part read, and laid upon the 
table jor future consideration. 


The Institute adjourned at 3 o’clock, to 
meet at 8 o'clock in the evening, to hear the 
Annual Address by Dr. Jeanes, 


Wednesday 

The Convention met at 8o’e 
time Dr. Jeanes delivered hiss 
The address was listened to 
of the Institute, and a highly f 
dience of ladies and gentlemen. 








On motion of Dr. Gregg of Boston; the 
thanks of the Institute were presented to Dr. 
Jeanes for his able and highly inieresting ad- 
dress. 


The Institute then adjourned to Thursday 
morning at 9 o'clock. 


Thursday, June 15th. 
The Convention was called to order by the 
Chairman. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 


Reports of Committees being in order, Dr. 
Baxter was called to the chair, when Dr. 
Williamson presented a report from the Cen- 
tral Bureau, which was read and ordered to 
be prinied. 

Dr. Jeanes read his report on blood-letting, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Dr. Payne sent in his report on Emetics 


and Cathartics which wasread in part, and 
for want of time. the further re*4‘ng was 


suspended. 





ls 


Dr. Snow presented a report in part on the 
employment of Water as a therapeutic agent, 
which was read, and on request of the Com- 
mitiee was recommitted to report in full at 
the next meeting of the Institue. 


A report on surgical means was then read 
by Dr. Joslin, and ordered to be printed. 


The reports on blisters and other external 
irritants being called for, Dr. Bayard stated 
that he was prepared to report only in part, 
and asked leave to sit again, which was 
granted. 


On leave Dr. Gray offered the following 
resulotion, 

That a committee of three, with power to 
add to their numbers be appointed, to translate 
Hahnemann’s Materia Medica Pura for pub- 
lication without note or comment. 


Dr. Kirby then moved that the committee 
on transiation of the above work, be requested 
io procure the publication of the same under 
iis supervision, which was ad: pted. 


On motion a Committee of Seven was ap- 
pointed to nominate the Committee for trans- 
lating and publishing the Materia Medica 
Pura—viz: Docts. Jeanes, Gray, Flagg, Gal- 
lup, Wild, Wells and Dunnel. 


Io behalf of the committee on medical edu- 
cation, Dr. Kirby stated that they were not 
prepared to report and asked leave to sit 
again—granted, ‘ 


The committee to nominate three members 
to translate and publish the Materia Medica 
Pura, presented the names of Drs. Gray, 
Wells and Quin, who were tnanimously 
elected to constitute the committee for that 


purpose. 
The following committees on elections 
were thea appoinied by the chairman. 


F. R. McManus, M. D., Baltimore. 
C. Whitehead, M. D., Harrisburgk, 
J.M. Quin M. D., New York. 

E. Clark, M. D., Portland. 

Saml, Gregg, M. D., Boston. 


The following members re-appointed to 
constitute the Central Bureau. 

C. Hering, M. D. Jacob Jeanes, M. D. 
W. Williamson, M, D., and J. Kitchen, M. 
D, of Philadelphia. 





Dr. Joslin, of New York, was appointed to 
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deliver the next Annual Address before the 
members of the Insiituie. 


On motion, it was resolved, That the next 
meeting of the Institute be held in Albany on 
the second Monday in June next. 

The above resolution, after some discussion, 
was reconsidered, and it was then moved and 
carried that the next session of the Institute 
be held in Philadelphia, in June, 1849. 

Adjourned at 2 o’clock to meet again at 4 
o’clock. 


Thursday afternoon. 

At 4 o'clock, in the temporary absence of 
the Chairman and Secretaries, Dr. B. F. 
Bowers was appointed Chairman pro. tem., 
and Dr. H. G. Dunnel Secretary pro. tem. 

The further reading of the report of Dr. 
Payne was called for, and on motion, it was 
recom mitted to the Committee, io be condensed 
for publication. 

The report of the Treasurer wascalled for, 
read and ordered to be placed on file. 


On motion, the Treasurer was directed to 
prepare and present bills for the annuai assess- 
ment to members who had not paid the same. 

On motion, it was resolved, ‘That the list of 
members of the Institute be published with the 


proceedings. 


The report on Anatomical Nomenclature 
was then called up, and after some remarks 
by Dr. Jeanes, it was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee for completion. 


A Communication was received from the 
“ Homoeopathic Society of Northern New 
York,” which was read and placed on file. 
Communications were also received and 
placed on file, from 
J. H. A. Fehr, M- D., Lexington, 
C. A. Stevens, M. D., of Buffalo, 
J. Roberts, M. D. of Vassalbon. 


Dr. Gray proposed a resolution that a Com- 
mittee of three be appointed to enquire and 
report whether the name of the American In- 
stitule of Homoeopathy had been employed in 
an improper manner by any local society, 
which was carried: and on motion, Dr. 
Williamson was appointed Chairman of such 
Committee, and was requested to appoint his 
cotemporaries. The Chair then appointed 
Dr. Flagg, of Boston, and Dr. Whitehead, of 
Harrisburgh, both of whom declined serving. 

On motion of Dr. Gray, a vote of thanks 
was presented io Dr. Williamson for the able, 








patient and impartial manner in which he 
had presided over the deliberations of the 
Convention. 
On motion, adjourned to second Wednesday 
in June, 1849. 
EDWARD BAYARD, 
General Secretary, 


— oe 


ON BLOOD-LETTING. 


BY JACOB JEANES, M. D., OF PHILADELPHIA- 


Read before the American Institute of Homao- 
pathy, June 1848. 


The committee appointed last year, “to 
report to the Institute at its next annual meet- 
ing, on the employment and effects of blood- 
letting and its incompatibility wuh hom@opa 
practice :” reports, 
= That it has endeavored to give the subject 
the full consideration which is demanded by 
its importance, but that it has beea unable to 
prepare itself for reporting in full, and there- 
fore wishes that the present shall be considered 
merely as a report in part made to show that 
progress im the matter confided to its care has 
been attempted. 

The committee proposes to report in order 
in which the subject has been proposed to it; 
and therefore will first direct atiention to the 
employment of blood-letting. 

This is very extensive, and resorted to for 
two very opposite purposes, namely: to de- 
stroy life, and te cure diseases, 

The first of these purposes; that is, the de 
struction of life is very easily effected by 
blood-letting, which is therefore very generally 
resorted to in killing animals for food. 

The latter purpose ; that of curing diseases, 
is one of doubtful attainment. The idea of 
thus employing blood-letting is admiited to 
have originated with savage tribes: and the 
records of medicine show that it has been thus 
employed by physicians for the last two thou- 
sand years. 

Bold or reckless, must we consider the man, 
who with the fact of the death producing prop- 
erty of blood-letting before his eyes, first dared 
to open a sluice for the escape of the blood, a 
fluid so neceseary to life, though his object 
were the cure of diseases. What happy acci- 
denis, what course of ratiocination or what in- 
spiration prompted the adoption ef such an 
apparenily irrational procedi're to this man, 
savage or civilized, we know not, 

but we do know that its use as a remedy by 
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savage tribes has been employed as an argu- 
ment in its favor. It is however an argument 
which cannot meet with acceptance before a 
scientific tribunal, where iis empluyment wil! 
be viewed as the evidence of the weakness of 
the cause, as it affords an acknowledgment 
that the other proofs in its favor are deficient. 

If we turn to medical history we find that 
Hippocrates employed blood-letting as a re- 
medial means. He js said to have used it “as 
an evacuant, in order to get rid of redundant 
matters in the system : Secondly, for the pur- 
pose of changing the determination of the 
dlood to or from particular parts, as circum- 
stances might seem torequire:” Thirdly, for 
«* restoring a free movement of the blood and 
animal spirits in cases where they were sup- 
posed to be stagnant or obstructed, as in apo- 
plexy and palsy:” Fourthly, “to cool the 
body when morbidly or preternaturally 
heated.” 

Asclepiodes appears to have employed 
blood-letting to restore -a correspondence be- 
tween imaginary corpuscular atoms and 
pores. 

The methodic sect employed 
relaxation, “all diseases consist r 
to their tenets, either in too 
its opposite, relaxation,” 

Celsus appears to have employed blood-let- 
ting empirically, but he “did not bleed (ex- 
cept in urgent cases) earlier than the second 
day of the disease, on account, as he observes, 
of the crudity of the humors that are not yet 
ripe for evacuation; and he objected like- 
wise, to taking away blood later than the 
fouith day, for the reason that, by this time, 
the bad humors would be dissipated spontane- 
ously, or, at least, have made their full im- 
prossion on the system, in which case the 
only effect of bleeding would be, that of need- 
lessly weakening the patient. 

Galen appears to have coincided in most 
points with Hi; pocrates, although more favor- 
able to frequent smal! bleedings and more 
averse to single large ones than the latter. 

The Arabian physicians differed from the 
disciples of H-ppocrates and Galen in regard 
to the points from which the blood should be 
drawn relatively to the disease : fur while the 
latter taught that the blood should be drawn 
from the side which is affected, the former di- 
rected its abstraction from the 0; posite side. 
This difference of opinjon “‘ was the cause of 
great and lasting dissension in the schools of 






physic, and entire volumes were written and | 





published on the different sides of the ques- 
tion. Tosuch a height, indeed, was the dis- 
pute carried, that the University of Salaman- 
ca, in the fifteenth centary, took part with the 
Arabians, and made a decree that no one 
should dare to let blood from the side affected ; 
and to add authority to their decree, they en- 
deavored to procure an edict from the Empe- 
ror, Charles the Fifth, to confirm it, alleging 
that the contrary practice was as prejudicial 
to the community as Luther’s heresy itself. 

The commiitee need not point out the fact 
that the history of blooc-leiting affords us no 
rational ground for its employment, any more 
than do the modern conflicting theories of its 
modus operandi. 

The committee next proposed to examine 
the effects of blood-letiting in quantities not 
quite sufficient to destroy life, and it willstate 
them ip the language of a modern advocate 
of blood-letting. 

“There is commonly first experienced a 
slight feeling of languor; and if the pulse at 
the wrist be examined, it will be found to beat 
more feebly, and often more slowly, than be- 
fore, though sometimes the reverse of this 
takes place. Breathing also becomes slower, 
in conformity with the pulse. And it is often 
irregular, with deep sighs. If the flow of 
blood goes on, the languor increases ; the pnise 
becomes still more feeble and sometimes flut- 
tering. ‘To these succeed paleness and cold- 
ness of the skin, and shrinking of the features; 
cold drops of sweat hang on the forehead, and 
sometimes perspiration breaks out over the 
whole surface; the eyes look glassy and the 
pupils are dilated. Occasionally, also, there 
is vomiting, with other involuntary dischar- 
ges; and in a few instances, epilepsy, or con- 
vualsive movements, more or less genera] take 
place. The pulse, at last, is not to be felt; 
respiration ceases, and consciousness is wholly 
lost. This is the state termed syncope or 
fainting ; during which, if complete, there is, 
in appearance, an entire suspension of all 
vital movements, morbid as well as healthy ; 
it is, in fact, a state of apparent death. 

“ The effects now described are, for the most 
part, temporary in duration, and continue but 
for a short space of time; it may be for a few 
minutes only, rarely fur half an hour ; when 
the pulse again begins to be felt at the wrist ; 
respiration is renewed, often with yawning ; 
and consciousness returns. Hysterical laugh- 
ing or crying occasionally takes place, as the 
patient recovers from the fainting state.” “In 
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some instances, head-ache of a throbbing kind | 
takes place soon after bleeding, and which 
may continue for several hours; and, some- 
times, the following night is pa*sed without 
sleep.” “ Where blood has been largely and | 
repeatedly drawn, the weakness induced by 


ly intense, and the respiration is as short as 
ever. Heisbled again and is again relieved, 
but again the pain returns. Then come the 
cups which are followed by blisters, and then, 
if not before, antimonial and other drugs are 
thrown into the stomach. What has this 


it is in proportion to the quantity of blood Jost, | vaunted remedy pe: ormed which acted like a 
and is often very durable. The skin remains | charm in subduing the pain, that it needs to 
pale, and bloodless in appearance, for many | be followed by these aids ? 
months; there is great langour. or feeling of| Look at its pathogenesis and you will 
weakness; and an imperfect, and sometimes | soon perceive what it hasdone. It produces 
an irregular, performance of all or most of | syncope, fainting, a state of apparent death, 
the functions.” \in which all consciousness is lost. As the 
That this is a fair picture of the effects of blood flowed, you could observe the process 
blood-letting in quantities not quite sufficient | going on ; the signs of syncope were accumu- 
to kill, that is, in the quantities abstracted ‘lating ; the loss of consciousness as a part of 
for the cure of disease, must be admitted by | the same was also advancing. As it became 
all who have any knowledge of the subject. | more and more complete the power of perceiv- 
If such are the effects upon persons in health, | ing the disorder was destroyed, less pain was 
what must they be upon persons already pros- | necessarily elt, though the disease was not in 
trated by disease. If the healthy arise but | the slightest degree abated. And asconscious- 
slowly out of the debility produced by blood- | ness returned the system conld again perceive 
letting must noc those debilitated by disease | its disorder. A blow on the head with a club, 
often succumb to combined maladies ; namely, provided it was severe enough to have stunned 
the original discase and effects of the loss of him, would have answered nearly the same 
bluod. And how numerous are the proofs purpose. 
which may be selected from the writings even| Butthere is the buff coat which sometimes 
of the advocates of bluod-letting, that persons appears apon the blood absiracted in inflamma- 
do thus perish. tions, and which often cannot be found ; and, 
On these grounds blood-letting must be | alas! sometimes appears when there is no in- 
viewed, as being, at best, a very dangerous | fammation :—Should we not bleed until this 
remedial means. But another question has | disappears? Or, is this al} nomsense with 
to be answered, and that is: whether blood- | which medical men have been deluding them- 
letting is ever a remedy ? selves and deceiving their patients? The fol- 
Startling as this question may be to those | lowing remarks of Magendie will serve to 
who have, all their lives, been in the habit of | throw some light upon this subject: 
viewing blood-letting as an undoubted reme-; ‘ The yellowish stratum which accidentally 
dial means ; it is not the less worthy of exami- | solidifies at the upper part of the coagulum, 
nation. If we have yet no satisfactory expla- ‘consists of fibrin separated from the globules, 
nation of its modus operandi in the cure of|and a physical agency perfectly independent 
disease ;—and this we have not :—we have no|of inflammation, namely, specific gravily, is 
rational basis for its employment except that | the cause of this abnormal super-position of 
of empiricism: namely, the proofs furnished | the fibrin. This buff, which is only an occa- 
by experience of its value. And here we will | sional appearance in human blood, occurs 
be told of the vast advantages which it affords | almost constantly in that of the horse, and 
in the treatment of inflammations. Let us| there ordinarily forms two-thirds of the total 
look at it, indeed, and observe the innumera- | mass of the clot.” 
ble cases of phrenitis, of opthalmia, of olitis,} “ The practical question to which the sub- 
of cynanche of pneumonia, of peritonitis, &c., ject of the buff leads, is, whether we can ra- 
&c., which resist this treatment however ear- | tionally deduce any consequences from its 
ly and actively employed. But we will be told presence. It as long been the invariable 
to note this case of pleurisy and to mark how | habit of authors, of treatises on practical medi- 
the patient is relieved as the blood flows. It} cine, to recommend attentive examination of 
is a fact he suffers less pain, he had taken a} the blood; and their instructions are generally 
deeper inspiration. But how is the case| followed. But the manner in which the task 
twelve hours afterwards? The pain is equal-! is performed is extremely superficial, and yet, 
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from the information it farnishes, the necessity 
of a second bleeding is very often inferred. 
For my part, I have, for a number of years, 
paid no attention te this phenomenon than 
such as my curiosity to become acquainted 
with its cause has required; truth to say, I 
bleed my patients but little, and I do not per- 
ceive that they fare e whit worse than those of 
my neighbors.” “ But howcan we draw any 
inference of importance from the presence of 
buff, when, as all the world knows, its forma- 
tion depends on various circumstances that 
have no manner of connection wiih disease ? 
Thus if the opening in the vein be too small, 
or its parallelism with that of the integumenis 
imperfect, or if a globule of fat interfere with 
the flow of the liquid, and cause the blood to 
trickle away, it is certain that no buff will 
form. But open the same vein largely, and 
receive the blood into a narrow and deep 
vessel, and on the following day you will find 
the results in the two cases widely different. 
Now, by this simple exposition of facts, the 
question, in so far as regards the imporiance 
attributed to it in pathology, appears to be 
solved. Whatconsequence can you attael 
the appearance of a condition which extran 
ous agencies influence so materially. Fo 
either it constitutes a pathognomonie sig 
(and if so it ought to occur in all similar cases, 
which is not found to be the fact,) or it is 
merely adventitious formation, without prac- 
tical signification, and one which only de- 
serves to be noted for form sake, far from be- 
ing made the foundation of the course pursued 
in the treatment. But if medical men will 
cling to the opinion they have so iong main- 
tained, let them at least be consistent, and ap- 
ply their measures of treatment to :he vessel in 
which the blood is received; for it is this that 
modifies the coagalation of the blood and pro- 
duces the morbid appearance so terribly dread- 
ed ; let them change its shape, and then they 
will have employed a much more infallible 
remedy for the evil they fear than blood- 
lettings repeated ever so frequently. But no: 
they bleed, because the buff is an inflammatory 
phenomenon; they bleed again to cause its 
disappearance, and, in truth, they are ordina- 
rily successful in this respect after having let 
blood a certain number of times in succession, 
say three, four, five, six, or more. But that 
it should thus disappear is not in the least to 
be wondered at; there are two reasons why it 
should so happen; either the pctient is worn 
out and exhausted by the frequent losses of 

















blood he has undergone, and his impoverished 
fluids, deprived in a great measure of their 
fibrin, are incapable of affording any more of 
that principle for separation ; or if the in- 
dividual be robust and plethoric, and his blood 
has resisted, in a measure, the means of effect- 
ing its decomposition employed with so much 
hardihood, all this proves is, that the last 
venesection was performed under conditions, 
such as those I have just described, as being 
favorable to the production of the phenomenon 
in question.” ‘ You see how difficult it is to 
eradicate the most absurd prejudices; in spite 
of the evidence of our experiments men con- 
tinue to maintain that the buff is the source 
and origin of inflammations.”—“ And in de- 
fiance of all the information thus acquired, 
you would bleed in order to combat the ridicu- 
lous bugbear of pathologists, and although you 
are aware that it is developed under every 
condition of the system both in health and 
disease! But, you will say, must we then 
prohibit venesection ia pleurisy,in pneumonia, 
&c,; and if we refuse to employ it in such 
cases, what treatment is to be adopted in its 
room? I will state to you with fidelity my 
convietions on this point. If bleeding be pre- 
scribed because the blood is buffy, I say that 
they who so prescribe it act in defiance of 
facts, and hence I utterly reject, on this score, 
the propriety of itsemployment, Burif bleed- 
ing be advised, because it relieves the patient, 
diminishes the oppression he feels, soothes his 
pain ; and, finally, because patients habitually 
recover by, or rather afier the use of this re- 
medial agent, then, empiric as I am, I admit 
that we are justified in having recourse to it ; 
nevertheless, I must, at the same time, declare 
that I cannot conscientiously affirm, in the 
majority of cases, that the malady would not 
have gone through its periods, and reached a 
fortunate termination had venesection not been 
employed. And my doubts on this head are 
strengthened by the fact, that if, instead of 
weakening your patient, you support his phy- 
sical and moral strengih, and, watching the 
disease closely in all its phases, promote the 
oceurrence of favorable crisis, and assist na- 
ture (by directing abstinence from solids, and 
the use of diluents) in overcoming the obsta- 
cles she encounters, you irequently see rapid 
recoveries occur, more rapid even than those 
witnessed as the sequent of abundant and re- 
peated blood-letting. The methods of weat- 
ment, with which we are now acquainted, are 
unfit to fulfil such indications as those I have 
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enumerated ; this I am well aware of, and, 
indeed, in the present state of things, | am, as 
I have more than once declared, persuaded 
that it is wiser to stand still, and do nothing, 
than act, as we must do so often, under the 
apprehension of possibly increasing the vio- 
ler.ce of the disorder. For you must remember 
that the treatment by blood-letting, employed 
in almost every case of acute disease, but espe- 
cially in those [ have adverted to, is une of the 
means of inducing these very diseases in 
healthy animals. Bleeding lessens the quan- 
tity of fibrin, proportionally increases that of 
the serum, aad weakens the energy of coagu- 
lation; and you are aware that whatever in- 
terferes with the coagulability of the blood— 
its most important quality—manifests itself by 
morbid alterations in the organs, whence, in 





their turn, result a variety of serious general] 
affections.’ 

In these remarks of the justly celebrated | 
Magendie, we have a proof, of which there 
are many similar, that the growing opposition 
to the practice of blood- letting is not confined 
to the ignorant, but is adopted by the learned, 
observant and reflecting physician. The 
utilitarian and maiter of fact spirit of the pre- 
sent age which has been slow to touch upon 
medical usages, is at length operating upon 
the profession itself, and is leading enquiring 
minds into an examination of the foundations 
of medical doctrines and practices, The 
practice of letting blood fur the cure of dis- 
eases, when submitted to the test of close 

















investigation, ceases to obtain the same re- 
spect as was formerly conceded to it; as it 
is found that there is no knowledge of the 
nature of morbid actions and of the modus 
operandi of this agent, to demonstrate that it 
can cure any disease. Still, it might be par- 
sued for the reason mentioned by Magendie, 
namely, the proo‘s of its utility affurded by 
experience :—if such proofs exist. But it 
has been already been shown, that some of 
the experiences which, at first view, appear 
to be most remarkably in its favor, are falla- 
cious. And, inasmuch as, the principal repu- 
tation of blood-letting as a curative means 
rests upon these deceptive experiences, we 
are led to distrust it as a remedial agent. 
Where it is employed for its direct morbid 
effects, as production of syncope and conse- 
quent muscular relaxation, a luxated bone 
may perhaps be more easily reduced; bat 
we are far from recommending it even for 





this or otber similar purposes; for skilful 


manipulations, aided by other less injurious 
means, will enable us to dispense entirely 
with employment of a means so extremely 
costly to the animal economy. 

The committee would next proceed to con- 
sider the incompatibility of blood-letting with 
homeopathic treatment. This is so obvious 
as scarcely to require remark. Because an 
agent capable of producing such violent de- 
rangement both immediate and persistent, 
must interfere with the operation of the 
properly adapted homeopathic remedy. 





DOSES OF MEDICINE, 
BY P. P. WELLS, M. D., BROOKLYN, N, Y. 


Read before the American Instilute of Homa. 
pathy, June, 1848. 


Tue word Homeopathy as now commonly 
used, may be regarded as expressing three 
genera! ideas, more or less distinct and com- 
plete. It is made to express the idea of a sys- 
tem of medicine, rather than its more legiti- 
mate and restricted one of a simple law, and 
this system is understood to contain new and 
peculiar views of diseases themselves, of the 
law by which alone they are cured, and the 
best means to beemployed in their cure.— 
These are the three general ideas peculiar to 
the system of Homeopathia, and which are 
presented more or less distinetly to the intelli- 
gent mind when the word js used. Their dis- 
covery and development were not in the order 
in which they stand in the above enumera. 


| tion, but rather, first the law of cure, then 


the means, and afterwards the true philosophy 
of disease. The first of these, the law, was 
recognized at the onset, as a law, and, as such, 
not to admit of improvement or amendment, 
more than any other law of natnre, as that of 
gravitation for example, It was complete in 
itsel{—perfect—such it remains to day and 
will ever remain, and as such it is presented 
to the confidence of this body and the world. 
Not so with the other two ideas. They are 
not yet perfected. Much that is absolutely 
true is known which be'ongs to each, but 
there is much yet to be discovered. And it 
is believed that all the improvement which 
Homeopathy admits of, is to be realized in 
their province ; i. ¢. in a better understanding 
of the laws of disease, and a better know- 
ledge of the means of cure. We have to do 
in this report oniy with the latter. Indeed 
we are restricted within much more narrow: 
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er limits than extent of this general idea, viz : | discovered a second, and not Jess important 
to the quantilative relations of that idea—to | fact, viz: that the power of drugs to affect the 
the dose. And we may begin by alledging of | living organism was not diminished in the 
this, as we have of the idea of means in gene- direct ratio of their diminished quantity, 
ral, that much is known which is positively | when their attenuation was attempted by dif- 
true, and which has deen established by an | fusing them through different media, and this 
extent of experiment and observation ade-| led him tothe discovery of a third truth; 
quate to prove the truth or falsehood of any | that a new development of power was rea- 
idea. If this be so, then in any investiga- | lized by the operation of the process by which 
tions or experiments for the advancement of | he attempted to attenuate his drugs. And in 
knowledge of this important branch of our | this he found a new and valuable addition to 
science, we shoul! keep the truth already | the means before possessed of combatting dis- 
known constantly before our minds and carry ease. By it he obtained many a victory, 
our investigatwns in the direction it leads, when without it, he himself would have been 
being guided by its light. It is confidently | conquered. 

believed that in this way, and this only, can| I have no hesitation in declaring tc anos 
any real progress be made. But he who at-| to be truths—undeniable truth, 0A! / 
tempts investigations otherwise, would re- | aslittle hesitation in believing i: 

semble the astronomer who would make dis- | in knowledge of doses, beyond ; 

coveries, discarding the laws of gravitation | ment is ever realized, it will be &: ¢ ‘!owsse 
and refraction. If this course had been pursued | out these truths, and by investigations guidea 
in past time, we should indeed have had less | and governed by their light. Indeed, I believe 
controversy on this subject, but we should! myself fully warranted in going further, and 
have had more truth. Whatever may be the | declaring that the only improvement in the 
history of other questions, it is believed con- {| matter of doses which has really been made 
troversy has done little to advance knowledge | by any or all who have come after Hahne- 
on this. Ithas been our misfortune, on this| man, has been made in this very way. It 
subject, to have much controversy and little; was thus the great and lamented Gross, 
investigation. Men have been more willing | achieved for himself immortality in the dis- 
to debate than investigate, and are so still— | covery and establishment of the energy of the 
It is easier. A certain amount of ignorant | higher potencies of drugs, developped H. Jen 
assurance and presumption may make acapi-|ichen under his direction. While, by the 
tal disputant, and of these we never lack a/ other course, by forgetting the truths ascer- 
supply, but it requires other, and higher, and | tained and established, and yielding to imagi- 
unfortunately, rarer qualities to pursue truth | nation or whim, endless debate and confusion 
to its discovery. Because we have had so | have resulted, and nothing else. Nothing 
much debate and so little inquiry, the in- | else should have been expected, It has been 
erease of knowledge of the matter of doses | as though two or three thousand years were 
has, since the first discovery of Hahneman | not enough to demonstrate that advancement 
been so small ; so much less than we shoul¢ | of truth in Medicine, was not to be in the 
supposed it would have been when we re | fields of fancy, but in those of fact. The Al- 
member its importance, and the minds it has | | lopathic school has had abundant experience 
engaged. If we wish to ascertain what is | in this mistaking imagination for fact, enough 
known in regard to doses, we may do well to | to answer both for them and us, if we are wise 
start with Hahneman where he started, at | as we oughtto be. This has been its bane, 
which point positively nothing was known.— and alone explains why it is that after so 
What did he establish as wuth in this mat- | many years, it is foand to have made so litile 
ter? First, that such doses of drugs as were | progress in the art of healing. 

given in the allopathic treatment of disease; The idea of doses as present to the mind 
were mischievous and often dangerous ; and | of the practitioner when by the side of the 
this just in the ratio as the effects of the | sick is made up of two questions. Ist. How 
drugs are like the symptoms of the disease.|much shall be given? 2nd. How often? 
It would be better than it is with both physi- | Quantity and repetition. In regard to the first, 
cians and the sick if this truth were better ob-| ‘here has been and is much difference of 
served. In attempting to adapt bis practice | opinion and practice. A difference which is 
to the requirements of this truth, Hahneman not to be discussed in this report, But it may 
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a be amiss to make a remark or two upon THE ANNALIST. 

Ist. The difference is believed to be greater | A semi-month!y journal is published in this 
than the natare of the subject makes neces- | city, entiued : The Annalist, A record of 
sary. It has aot always been the result of practical medicine in the eity of New York.” 
mere difference in the degree of knowledge | Edited by William C. Roberts, M.D. The 
possessed by individuals. Prejudice, previ- | above periodical with much zealand moderate 
ous bias, circumstances, have all contributed | ability advocates the Allopathic mode of medi- 


to produce it. Sometimes the peculiar struc- |eal practice. Atthe period of its first ap- 
| pearance we were informed of its object, <1d 


ture of individual mind is a sufficient reason 
for the opinions entertained on this as on other | bY Whose means it was to be susiained ; but 
subjects. If in the nature of the question, | 98 We had no interest in the individual popu- 
there is greater difficulty in reaching the true | !arity which we had been told it was intended 
answer, than is found in connexion with | ‘© promote, we did not regard it our duty to 
most others, there is in it no necessary impos- | 5@Y anything about it, for it is our rule to 
sibility. This should be constantly remem-|™ind our own business. But from time to 
bered. The trath can be found here just as it | ime the Annalist was guilty of unfairness, 
‘s found anywhere else. Not by pre-judging | and bitterness towards homeopathy and her 
sae case—not by attempting to foist our crude | Practitioners ; these we endured for months 
opinions or dogmata into the high position of | Without a word; but finally we indulged 
authority, but by careful and patient observa- | OUTSelf in a few remarks on some of its arti- 
tion and experiment. If the difficulty be icles; and contrary to our expectations we 
great, so then is the duty imposed to over- | Teceived the respects of the Editor in nearly 
come it. And this duty, great by difficulty, | ‘Wo Pages in the very next number. He told 
and the importance of the subject, belongs in|S im substance that that was the first 
no small degree to this Institute. It cannot 224 the last, and in his own peculiar way of 
be evaded. It can and ought to be dischar- | editorial politeness, intimated that our Jour- 
ged. It is not a question to which indiffer- | nal need not be sent tohim any more. Of 
ence at all belongs. When the right remedy | COUtSe we inferred that the Annalist was done 
is found it is not an indifferent thing whether | With us, and Homa@opathy, and we concluded 
much or litile be given a patient. Indiffer- , 0 “ bury the hatehet” and do as we had been 
ence in this is only indifference to the pa-|®ccustomed to do for years, make our very 
tient’s welfare. I am confident I have seen | best bow to the Editor whenever we happened 
much suffering result from this indifference, , ‘8 Meet, and good naturally agree to differ, 
and in more than once instance loss of life,|#md each pursue the even tenor of his way 
and to me it can never afterward be a matter | UNMolested by the other. But it seems this 
of indifference. If, in any degree, a similar | Cannot be,—the temper of the Annalist is up 
interest in the question can be excited in the | —the Editor is in a bad humor, and must ne- 
minds of the members of the Institute, the ,; cessarily be in an unhappy state of mind, for 
object had in view in writing this report will | in the No. of his Journal just received (June 
be gained. The law of the quantity of doses | 15th) he says, some very severe things ;— 
can be attained by care, dilligence, perseve-|50me very foolish things ;—some very false 
raace, and the observance of truths already ,'hings;— some very inconsistant things, 
known. Without these, however careful, di!- | Which cannot be approved by the wise and 
ligent, or persevering, we shall oaly grope in | Prudent of his own school. We are truly 
the dark, and ovr errors will be to future ;thankfal that the Editor of the Annalist 
generations, what those of the past are to us, | ever embraced Homeopathy, for if he had 
their amusement or their astonishment. done so, he would have given usa world of 
The 2d Question, the repetition of doses, is | trouble, uch more than we have had from 
already settled by Jaw, promulgated by Hah- | Some restless, proud, and vain spirits already 
nemann. Never repeat a dose or change a|!m our school. But he has made op his mind 
remedy, while that given is still acting for the | B¢ver to become a homeopathist, and in this 
good of the patient. To this may be added, he has our full confidence. His mind is so 
for the benefit of beginners in practice one | Constituted that we have no fear of any such 
other rule, and the law is perfect. In case of | disaster to Homeopathy. 
doubt whether the dose given be still acting,| The occasion which has put the Editor of 
do nothing. the Annalist so much ovt of humor is: The 
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Trustees of the N. Y. Homa@opathic Dispen- 
sary Association saw fit to publish the fol- 
lowing, viz : 


“ The trustecs of the ‘New York Home- 
pathic Dispensary Association’ owe it to the 
cause of hamaniiy to publish the following 
comparstive result of two opposite medical 
treatments, adopted in our Orphan Institu- 
tons. They think it more incumbent upon 
them to discharge this duty, as, not being 
physicians, they are free from all abstract 
professional preferences, and can have no 
other interest in the suecess of this or that 
system of medicine, than what is warranted 
by the amount of relief afforded to their suf- 
fering fellow creatures. 

** Official returns from the Orphan Institu- 


tions, including the first 7 years of the Proi-| 


estaot Haif-Orphan Asylum, which has beeo 
12 years in existence. 

“St. Patrick’s Asylum—Namber of years, 
5; number of children, 1254; number of 
deaths, 20; ratio of deaths, 1 in 62. Catholic 
Halt-Orphan Asylum—Number of years, 6 ; 
number of children, 718; namber oj deaths, 


19 ; ratio of deaths, 1 in 37. Orphan Asy- | 


lnm—Number of years, 5; number of chil- 
dren, 714; number of deaths, 12; ratio of 
deaths, lin 59. Leake and Wait’s House-- 
Number of years, 4; namber of children, 
360; number of deaths, 7; ratio of deaths, | 
in 51; For colored children—Number ot 
years, 11 ; number of children, 1107; number 
of deaths, 66; ratio of deaihs, 1 in 16. Pro- 


testant Half-Orphan Asylan—Number of! 


| without the voice of the medical officers of 


that Institution; for the law of that associa- 
tion gives no Voice to the Physicians on that 
or any other subject connected with the busi- 
ness of the Trustees, 

Tbe above astounding announcement has 
caused a good deal of excitement in the Allo- 
pathic School in this city ; and one interested, 
bas, in the above number of the Annalist, 
made an attempt at an explanation in which 
we notice a very grave charge ; that the man- 
agers of the Asylum in question have noi ac- 
counted for “ two hundred and odd” children, 
and it is more than insinuated that they have 
been sacrificed on the altar of homeopathy, 
and the fact most carefully concealed by the 
;managers. This is going a litile too fast, and 
too far. It is not our purpose to defend the 
above report; we have no doubt of its truth, 
| and in due time it will be demonstrated ; and 
| we leave the matier in the hands of one who 
knows all about it, and if we mistake not the 
“esteemed correspondent” of the Annalist 
will be proved unqualified for the work he 
jhas undertaken. The Annalist terms the 
above notice “ Lay-puffery of Homaopathy” 
and under that head writes nearly four pages, 
|embraciog a variety of subjects, very much 
; mingled ; the most prominent of which is, a 











years, 7; namber of children, 858; wuraber|Severe lecturing the Trustees of the Ho- 


of deaibs, 22; ratio of deaths, 1 in 39. To- 
tal number of children, 5,001 ; deaths, 146; 
average ratio, Lin 34, under Allopathic treat- 
ment. Protestant Half-Orphan Asyiom, un- 
der Homeopathic treatment for the last five 
years—Number of children, 864; number oi 
deaths, 6; average ratio, 1 in 144. The com- 
parative generai resuit is thus 144 to 34, or 
more than 4 tol in favor of Homeopathic 
treatment. By order of the Trustees, May 2, 
1848. Homeopathic Dispensary, 57 Bond 
Streeet. 


WM. K. LOTHROP, Sec. 


It is well known in this city that the Board 
of Trustees of the above Dispensary is com- 
posed of some of the most learned, wealthy, 
and influential of our citizens. These, find- 
ing the above statistics of our Orphan Asy- 
lums in print, made up mostly from the pub- 
lished annual reports of these institutions, by 
a gentleman well known for accuracy in such 
matters, and being satisfied of their truth; 
the Trustees saw no reason why such jinfor- 
mation should be withheld from the public. 
They put it forth without comment, and to 


mcopathic Dispensary, for doing what they 
had a right to do, about which there can be 
no dispute except with the Editor of the An- 
nalist and his “esteemed correspondent.” 
The Annalist proposes to publish the failures 
of Homaopaihby to cure diseases: tothis we 
do not object, but if the examples he gives are 
to be the models Tor his brethren to follow in 
their reports to him of the failure of homeo- 
pathic practice; we shall turn bim and them 
, over to the laity without a word of comment ; 
io secure all the faith they may, without 
any interference on our part. We do, how- 
ever most sincerely request of the Editor and 
his correspondents, that should they report 
any of our cases, they will so far oblige us, as 
to place our name in connection with the 
cases, and we very much doubt if any real 
practitioner of homeopathy in this city would 
hesitate to make the same request. If such 
reports are attempted, only let them be true, 
and we will cheerfully aid in the work. What 
does the Annalist mean by “and in strict 
justice, of its successes as well,” Is this an 














avoid the very thing which the Editor of the | invitation to practitioners of homeopathy to 
Annaljst so much desires 10 know, they did it jturnich that Jourpal with well authenticated 
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eases of cure? If this isthe meaning he 
shall be gratified. This point shoul{ have 
been plainer; but it seems to us it can only 
refer 10 homeopaths; for if it refer to Allo- 
paths it isan absurdity. Finally Mr. Anna- 
list, your insinuations about the doubtful in- 
tegrity of the members of our school is un- 
worthy of an honorable mind. Most of us 
in this caty happen to be as well, and perhaps 
a little better known than yourself and others 
who make such w charge; and hewever much 
you despise lay opinions, and lay interference, 
and lay readers of medical journals, you will 
yet learn that to charge a class of men with 
dishonesty of purpose, who for education, 
skill, aod moral worth, are equal to their fel- 
lows,—is not wise, 


Carlisle, April 19, 1848, 
Dear Sia :— 

Very little has been said of late about the 
high potencies, and in order that this subject 
may remain before our medical friends, I 
shall communicate to you something relating 
to it. It isnow two years since I used the high 


stood that there can be no cures performed by 
low potencies, even tinctures; but they will 
not be performed with such certainty, and in 
some instances, not at all, the remedy pro- 
ducing only an increase of disease by devel- 
oping its own symptoms too powertul. I con- 
sider the high potencies a great improvement 
in homeeopaihy, and far from wishing to press 
my own opinion upon others, itis only my 
wish to persuade them to iry for themselves, 
in order that in the end we may arrive ata 
unanimity as regards potencies. And now 1 
shall give you a few cases. 

A lady of 28 had one child 5 years ago, 
since then repeatedly pregnant, always had 
abortion before the 4th ‘month. Had had an 
abortion in November, 1847, was treated by 
an allopathic physician ; haemorrhage after 
abortion continued for 7 weeks, all the ordi- 
nary remedies had failed. The discharge 
was of a bright colour, thin, but very profuse, 
no strength, she could scarcely set up, no ap- 
petize, very little sleep, countenance pale. 
One dose of Sabina, 400, cured her complete- 
ly, and for the successive month her men- 
| Struation has been regular. 
| % Judge K.complained of Dyplopia. With 





potencies exclusively, and enjoying quite aa | his right eye he could see very well, vut look- 
extensive practice, I have had a fair opportu-| ing at an object with both eyes there were 
nity to test Joehrichen’s preparations, and J | two objects clearly seen, the one above the 
am quite confident that the unbelievers have | other; there was a twitching sensation 
nothing else to do, than to try, in order to be- | in the optic nerve of the jeft eye. —Hyoscia- 
come convinced that the high-potencies are | mus, 300, removed these symptoms in a few 
preferable to the lower ones. I have never | days completely. The same gentleman was 
been obliged to go down to the lewer poten-| attacked three months afterwards with a 
cies to cure my patient, and even in cases not | sensation of numbness in his left side, the 
admitting a cure on account of their natuce, jleft side of his tongue was feeling lame, 
I have seen a greater relief produced by ex- | and he spoke with difficulty, his left arm couid 
hibiting the high potencies even dissolved in | not be weil raised, his left leg gave him much 
some ounces of water then from giving often | trouble as he could not walk, and stumbied 





and repeated doses of low preparations of the 
same remedy. I found them equally useful 
as well in the most acute as in chronic disea- 
ses. The truth of these statemenis, not only 
made by myself, but by abler, older, and more 
experienced physicians than I am, can oaly 
be refuted by careful experiments, showing 
that in a stated case the remedy most homeo- 
pathically indicated has been given in the 
high potence, that afler waiting for a proper 
period there was no improvement, but that 
such improvement was experienced after the 
same remedy was exhibited in a low potenee : 
the contrary of which has been proved satis- 
factory, and I myself had ample opportunity 
to experience it; so I do not wish to be under” 
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often. Hyosciamus, 300, in a single dose, 
again removed allthese symp.oms in 3 days. 

3. A young lady of 19, otherwise quite 
well, was attacked during her norma! men- 
struation with violent diarrhea and vomiting, 
| nothing had been done for it for many months 
as she did not wishto have any advice on 
the subject,but it becoming too violent she sent 
for some medicine, Ammonium Muriaticum 
400, soon relieved ber, and did so whenever 
these symptoms made their appearance.— 
(Arn. m. is a specific for diarrhea and vomit- 
ing during menstruation; the symptoms has 
been omitted in the new edition of Jahr.) 

4. A lady of 23 had;moved in a newly 
painted house, the room she occupied was, 
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not painted, but the lower story, and only the 
vapour of the painting came to her apart- 
ment; she was taken at night with a colic 
like pain in the abdomen, periodically worse 
diarrhea, stools watery, with violent pain in 
the small of her back. Nux vom. 1000 re- 
lieved her immediately. 

5. Miss G., 19 years old, eomplains of vio- 
lent pains in the left side of her face, comes 
on in paroxysms, often changes from ear to 
cheek or teeth—worse from warm things ta- 
ken in the mouth—she is chilly with the pains. 
Puls. 400, one dose removed all the pains. 

6. An old lady had had a sore place on her 
left cheek with a scab on for years ; finally, 
the scab fell off, a cancer-like ulcer spread 
very fast. Afier 6 months external applica- 
tion had been made, I was consulted. The 
pain in the cancer was burning and intense, 
—no night’s resi—the discharge was watery, | 
and had excoriated all the parts coming in| 
contact with it. Gave her one dose of Arse- 
nic, 2000, and dissolved a few globules of the | 
same preparation in rain water, and applied 
itto the cancer. In two days she was much | 
weaker, but no pain and no discharge. She) 
has since become tolerably strong, and her 
cheek is healed. 

Most respectfully yours, 
Dr. LIPPE. 





To Dr. Kirby. 


oe 


BRERA ON HOMCZOPATHY. 


“ The following remarks upon Home@opa- 
thy by Professor Brera, undoubtedly one of | 
the most distinguished authorities in the Al- 
lopathic school, may not be uninteresting to 
our readers; they are extracted from an arti- 
cle by the learned and venerable professor In 
the Antologia medicale, of which he is editor, | 
and were penned in the year 1834, since 
which time Homeopathy has made rapid and 
immense strides, not only in his own country 
(Italy), but also all over the world, and has 
gained a large number of adherents among 
medical men, to which the 500 practitioners 
spoken of by the author are but as a fraction. 

After noticivg the constant progress of the 
new doctrine which reckons “ not less than 
five hundred physicians, who openly and 
courageously practise it exclusively,” he goes 
on to observe “ Homeopathy though it may 
appear vain to some, singular to others, and 
extravagant to the greater number, dues actu- | 








ally reign in the'seientifie just like any other 
school; for it has its chairs, its books, its 
journals, its hospitals, its cliniques, its profes- 
sors who teach, and its public who listen. It 
is consequently established as well as any 
other system, and its present position has al- 
ready assigned it a place in the history of 
medicine. Such being the case, it can no 
longer be treated with contempt : it merits that 
calm examination, that severity of judgment, 
which have been applied to all systems of 
medicine successively, proofs of which we 
have in our own days had with respect to the 
systems of Berhave, of Cullen, of Brown, of 
Rasori, of Broussais, &c., and so much the 
more reason have we to treat it in this way, 
for, as we must in truth allow, the Homceopa- 
thists have their principle, on which they act 
and prescribe, and by which they only ad- 
minister a substance of such a quality, and in 
such a quantity, that no danger can thereby 
accure to their patients directly. If Homeo 
pathy announces facts and theories, beyond 
the sphere of our present knowledge, there is 
no reason for despising xt, and rejecting it as 
an absolute illusion: That physician is greatly 
mistaken who imagines that be cannot learn 
to-morrow what he is ignorant of to-day! Is 
not the insufficiency and incertiiude of medi- 
cine a constant subject of reproach? And do 
not the sagest and profoundest practical phy- 
sicians Aonesily mistrust the solidity of their 
knowledge? And without doubt it is to coh- 
viction of this sort, that we mast attribute the © 
resolution taken by a considerable number of 
celebrated physicians, more especially 
amongst our transalpive brethren, to conquer 
the repugnance naturally felt at abandoning 
principles formerly adorted, in order to devote 
themselves to an impartial examination of 
new ones; and, if necessary, to profess such 
as might be of use to suffering humanity, 


even if by so doing they should abjure their 


former medical faith! Let us not forget the 
animated controversies that have always en- 
sued before the admission of the greatest dis- 
coveries. We need only instance the circu- 
lation of the blood in the 17th century, the 
employment of bark and of inoculation in 
the 18th, as Well as the discoveries of Gali- 
leo, of Newton, of Descartes, &c.” “With 
respect to the dose apparently so minute, ad- 
ministered by Homeopathists, there is not a 
physician of any practice or experience, who 
ought to reject it as absolutely erroneous and 
inefficient in every case. The author of this 
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ther mercurial prep 
several intermittent fevers of a very severe 
nature with mere atomsof arseniate.of potash. 
He bas shown that belladonna, which produ- 
ces in the healthy individual phenomena sim- 
ilar to those of Hydrophobia, is a powerful 
remedy against this terrible disease. ‘The 
same with respect to datura stramonium and 
Ayosciamus. He has observed angina pecto- 
ris relieved in an instant by a few drops of 
stramonium, which is itself capable of pro- 
ducing symptoms of cardiac affection, accom- 
panied with dyspnea, A hysterical gastro- 
dynia which had for two years resisted anti- 
phlogistics, sedatives, revulsives, and latterly 
oxide of bismuth, in ordinary doses, yielded as 
if by magic to small doses of oxide of bis- 
muth. Many similar facts might be adduced 
from his long practice, In the case cited, it 
was observation and experience which led 
him to such results; but he was guided to the 
principle on which they were treated by the 
fullowing circumstances :—Ist. By the con- 
sideration of a passage in Hippocrates point- 
ed out to him by the celebrated Blumenbach, 
when he atiended his course of lectures at 
Gottingen, ‘diseases are sometimes cured by reme- 
dies capable of producing an analagous affec- 
tion ;’ 2nd. By the action of the contagious vi- 
ruses, more particularly those of variola and 
vaccinia, which attenuated to an almost im- 
materia! state, and thereafter inoculated,devel- 
ope after a certain space of time, such a pow- 
erful action that a process is lighted up in 
the organism by which the contagious atoms 
introduced are multiplied a million fold. 3rd. 
By a reflection on the ideas concerning the 
pathologico-therapeutical vicissitudes of the 
complex organism, first imbibed by the au- 
thor at the school of Reil, at Halle, and after- 
wards enumerated by himself in his Practical 
Medical Annotations, anno 1796-9.” 

“ We should always bear in wind that the 
more fine and subtle matters are, the greater 
are the effects they produce on living orga- 
nisms. Light, heat, electricity, magnetism, 
are familiar examples of this. The phenom- 
ena, which we every instant observe whilst 
stadying nature, sufficiently convince us of 
the incomparable power of matter subtilised 
to an almost inconceivable extent. We need 
merely allude to the well known experiments 








of Spallanzani, in reference to the fecunda- 
tion of frog’s spawn. The phenomena of 
sympathy and antipathy are apparently refer- 
rible to modifications of the most active and 
rapid character, excited in our senses by cau- 
ses of a material nature certainly impercep- 
tible, and doubtless subtilised to a greater de- 
gree than any Homeopathic remedy.— 
And how many chemical reagents are 
there not, which do not act unless carried to 
an excessive of dilution by the addi:ion of 
immense quantities of fluid? And do we 
not every day see the great reproductive 
power of atoms in the development and 
growth of vegetables?” 


HOMCEO0PATHY IN EDINBURGH. 


At the time when there was the greatest ap- 
prehension of the appearance of the Cholera, 
a meeting of the Committee of the Homeeo- 
pathic Dispensary was held, at which it was 
resolved to appoint a deputation of that body 
to wait upon the Lord Provost and offer the 
services of the medical officers of the insti- 
tution to undertake any charge that might be 
commitied to them, in case of the city being 
divided into districts, and hospitals instituted. 
The conference accordingly took place be- 
tween some of the most influential members 
of the Committee and the Lord Provost and 
some members of the Town Council. It was 
stated by the latter that no decision had yet 
been arrived at respecting the steps to be ta- 
ken if the Cholera appeared, but the Lord 
Provost expressed his willingness to put him- 
self again in communication with the body 
representing the Homecopathists of Edin- 
burgh before any arrangement of the nature 
alluded to was made. 


LEEDS HOMCEOPATHIC DISPEN- 
SARY. 


The report of this institution for the year 
encing November 1847, shows its increasing 
popularity. The number of patients treated 
in 1845—6, was 444, while in 1836—7, there 
were 931 patients. The financial statement 
shows a balance of neat £100 in the Treasu- 
rers hands, The pbysician is Dr. Irvine, 
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CASES TREATED WITH HIGH 
PO LENCIES. 


BY DR. STAPF. 


Dr. Siapf furnishes some more very good 
cases illustrative of the action of the high di- 
lutions. Here is an eye case :— 

19.—Schelling, eighteen years old, a trades- 
man’s appreniice, of delicate constitution, oth- 
erwise not unhealihy lookiog, was, in bis fifth 
year, attacked by natural small-pox, of which 
his searred face sti!| bears evidence. At that 
early period, as a sequeia of the small-pox, an 
affection of the eye commenced, which not 
only did not get betier up till his 18th year, 
but grew sensibly worse. When first l saw 
him, on the Ist of June, and minutely examined 
the eye, I found the following state :—The 
right eye is alone affected. The conjunctiva 
is bright red, inflamed; the cornea very dim, 
of a dirty dusty appearance, as if it were 
covered by a membrane; the vision very im- 
perfect; he sees every thing inaistinctly, as if 
through athick cloud; the eyelids are very 
much injecied, with burning pains, secreting 
a viscid fluid, wherevy they are ofien closed 
up at night. A very marked symptom is an 
extremely copious flux of teais, of such an 
acrid nature, that they corrode the surrounding 
skin. This lachrymal flux is always present, 
but is greatest in damp weather. The disease 
had now been present for thirieea years, with- 
out the slightest amelioration from all the Al- 
lopathic means used to combat it. On the 
2nd June I gave Suiph. (400) 2 gis. In eight 
days the eye was much improved ; the redness 
of the conjunctiva was much diminished ; the 
dimness of the cornea less observable ; the dis- 

agreeable burning pains much less ; the lach- 
rymation less, and not so acrid or corrosive ; 
the vision more free, and clearer. I allowed 
the sulphur to continue its action, and had the 
pleasure to find the patient improve irom week 
to week, so that on the 10th of August al! 
trace of this chronic ophthalmia was gone, 
except some lachrymation which still remain- 
ed, and for which I gave, on the 17th of Aug- 
ust, Euphrasia (200) 2 gis. After this the la- 
chrymation completely ceased. He got after- 
wards a globule of Sulph., (400) and is now 
in possession of perfect healib, the eye being 
quite free from all disease, and the vision 
quite normal. 

Here is a still more striking case :-— 
20.—F. P., a robust person of thirty-six 


years of 1 much from 









gonorrhea, aim all sorts of 
treatment for suffering 
from another go attacked by ex- 


tremely severe strangury on the 15th August, 
probably in consequence of a chill. He had 
used tepid baths and copious draughts of milk 
to Combat the great pain in the neck of the 
bladder, and the constant urinary tenesmus, 
during which the urine only came away by 
drops, with the most agonizing burning pain 
in the nrethra. But as towards evening the 
pains stil! increased, and the urinary tenesmus 
became still more distressing, and the discharge 
of urine at length ceased, he sent for two cele- 
brated Allopathic medical men, who sought 
to relieve him by fomentations, embrocations, 
and the like, but in vain. They afterwards 
attempted to empty the bladder by introdacing 
the catheter, but this they could not succeed 
in effecting, and their attempts only irritated 
the parts, and rendered the patient’s condition 
worse. They at last declared, that, to save 
bis life, an operation was indispensable. 
Frightened by this decision, and dreading such 
an operation, the patient resolved to send for 
me at six o’clock in the morning of August 
16th. On approaching his residence, I heard 
his groans and lamentations in the street. On 
examining him more particularly, I found the 
following state :—A]most total suppression of 
the flow of urine, with constant exquisitely 
painful calls to urinate; if even a few drops 
are discharged, it is only with the most violent 
burning pains in the urethra, especially to- 
wards its orifice, where there is always pain 
as of excoriation; it is at the same time in- 
flamed and swollen. The urine discharged is 
opaque and mucous, In the vesical region 
there are constant violent burning pains, and 
there is a perceptibie swelling, painful to 
the slightest touch. The gonorrhea] discharge, 
which was lately present, has now ceased. 

Pulse full and hard. He is extremely rest- 
less and despairing. In this dangerous affec- 
tion I was at first undetermined whether to 
precede the true Homeopathic remedy, Can- 

thar., by a few doses of Aconile, or to give 

the former at once. I at length resolved to 

give the Cantharis without delay. For this 

purpose I dissolved Canth., (200) 2 gis. in 

nalf a wineglassful of water, and ordered a 

spoonful of this to be given every hour; be- 

sides which he was to take nothing bat milk 

or gruel, This was at 74.m. When I saw 

him again at noon, I found the whole scene 
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taking the A s solution, the 
pains and strait *h diminished, 
some urine had be without the pre- 


vious pains, and thé patient felt relieved. 
Stiil his condition was even now bad enough. 
I now ordered a spoonful of the solution to be 
given only every two hours, and when I paid 
my evening visit I found that he had obtained 
@ proiuse anc tolerably easy passage of urine. 
The pains, as well of the bladder as of the 
urethra, were much diminished ; the patient, 
who, an hour or two ago, had been in a siate 
of despair, was now quiet and cheerful. ] now 
ordered the medicine to be discontinued, and 
enjoined quiet alone. When I visiied my 
patient in the morning, I found him in high 
spirits ; he had slept well several hours during 
the night, had passed a good deal of urine with 
very litle pain, and was oherwise well. 
The painful tension in the vesical region was 
quite gone; the urine discharged was preity 
clear, The recovery now went on rapidly, so 
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nausea. About every oth hi he has very 
restless sleep, with anxiety, dreams, and per- 
spiration. He was formerly robust and stoutly 
made, but is now weak, emaciated, and pale ; 
disposition despairing, anxious, depressed. No 
remedy corresponded so well with these symp- 
toms as Arsenic, of which I gave him two 
globules of the 400th immediately, on the 
tongue. No essential change had to be made 
in his diet and regimen. In four weeks the 
patient came again to me in his appearance 
so altered for the better, that I scarcely recog- 
nized him. He told me, with joy, that a few 
days after he had taken the remedy his state 
grew perceptibly beiter; the disagreeable 
burning in the stomach had diminished, and, 
by and by, completely ceased. The trouble- 
some nausea and choking sensation had like- 
wise diminished, sv that he could now eat and 
drink without vomiting, although during the 
first fortnight the vomiting was occasionally 
present, though in a much less degree; but 
now he was quite free from it, as also from 


that on the 18th of August he was quite free | the periodical rigor. He felt much stronger ; 


from all his symptoms, and paia me a visit at 


ais spirits were cheerful ; he was full of hope: 


my own house, I found some gonorrbeal | bis appearance, if not blooming, was at least 


discharge had returned, which, however, 
ceased in a few days, after a dose of Cannadvs, 
(200.) 


The next is a case of chronic gastric affec- 
tion of a kind very frequently met with, and 
generally remarkable for its intractable char- 
acter : 


21—Schlehhahn, a farmer, sixty-three 
years old, came to me for advice in July, 
1844, having suffered for upwards of a year 
from the following symptoms :—After taking 
the smallest quantity of food or drink, oflen 
before it has reached his stomach, he is attack- 
ed by severe choking feeling, when he vomits 
what he has swallowed, and afterwards viscid 
mucus and bile. At other times, also, he is 
subject to violent eructations of some bitter 
fluid, followed by mucus and bile. He has 
in the region of the stomach a violent burning 
pain, which is sometimes so violent that he is 
forced to bend double, at the same time in- 
deseribable anxiety and restlessness; almost 
constant thirst. The abdomen is somewhat 
swollen; the hepatic region not particularly 
so. Bowels moved oncein twenty-four hours, 
sometimes not so ofien; evacuations hard. 
About every other day he has a transient 
febrile rigor, even in hot weather, followed by 
heal and perspiration, with great faintness and 








well enough, In order to eradicate the re- 
mainder of this chronic disease, I gave him 
now (four weeks after the first dose) a second 


| dose of the same remedy, but this time of the 
800th dilution, after which, as I had an oppor- 


tunity of observing for several months, he en- 
joyed perfect health. 
To be Continued. 





NORTHUMBERLAND AND NEWCAS- 
TLE HOMGEOPALHIC DISPENSARY. 


The report for the year ending December 
1547, shows us a total of 688 patients treated 
during the year. The physician of this Dis- 
pensary is Dr. Hayle. As in the Leeds Dis- 
pensary, two classes of patients are received, 
ordinary patients who are treated gratuitously, 
and extraordinary patients who pay a small 
monthly contribution. "Without discussing at 
present the propriety of having a paying class 
ot patients atiached to dispensaries, we would 
recommend al] who adopt such a plan to have 
the financial concerns managed entirely by a 


commiitee, who should draw up periodically 
a statemeni of the affairs of the dispensary, in 
order to prevent the imputation that the phy- 
siciun derives any remuneration from a nom- 
inally charitable instiiution. We are glad to 
observe that this has been done by both Dr. 
Hayle and Dr. Irvine. 
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1 & 2 of the 
“* Am (EOPATHY,” May 
be obtain : titched $1,00, of 
Charles G. Dean, No. 2 Ana street, New 
York ; C. L. Rademacher, 39 North Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia and Otis Clapp, Boston. 

Those who may desire to subscribe for this | ® 
Journal in Boston, may do so at Oris Ciare’s 
Book Store, 12 School-street. 

NEW YORK HOM(CEOPATHIC DIS- 
, PENSARY 


At 57 Bond Street. Open daily—Sunday’s 
excepted—at 12 o'clock, M. Also, on Sat- 
urdays, at 12 o'clock, M., for the treatment 
of Surgical Cases. 

Physicians in Attendance. 
Monday—Drs. Kirby & Barlow. 
Tuesday— Drs. Quin & Taylor. 
Wednesday—Drs. Snow & Bowers. 
Tharsday—Drs. Wright & Bolles. 
Friday—Drs. Hawks & Allen. 


Saturday—Dre. Joslin, Bayard, McVickar 
and Cator. 












SMITH’S HOMCEOPATHIC PHARMACY. 

No, 488 Broadway, corner of Broome street. 
J. T. S. Smith has a large assortment of Homeo- 
pathic Medicines, in tinctures, triturations, dilu- 
tions and globules ; Arnica flowers ; Sugar of Milk, 
Pure Alcohol, Distilled Water, Pellets, &c., &c. 
Physician’s Pocket and Family Cases of Medicine 
on hand, and prepared to order. Hommopathic 
Plasters a substitute for ordinary Court and Ad 
hesive Plaster, and an excellent appaaticn for 
Corns. 


Cc. L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, 
hetween Arch and Cherry streets Philadelphia, 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians 
and the friends of the Homeopathic system, that 
fe has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- 
meopathic Medicines in their different prepara- 
tions, viz : Tinctures, Triturations, Dilutions, and 
medicated Pellets. 

Medicine Chests of different sizes for Physi- 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- 
tic Physician; Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic 
Medicine; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; New- 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant; and the 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, Al 
cohol, Vials of different sizes, Corks, Labeis, d&e 
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on hand, a large 
assortment of in tinc- 
tures, trituration! bules ; arnica 
flowers, sugar of mil& stilled water, 
pellets, ete. Physiciat ‘and family cases 


of medicines on hand and Te csad wo order, also 
complete assortment of Homoeopathic Books 

which are offered to the trade, and at retail as low 
as pcan elsewhere. - 

ATHIC RMACY, 

Chicago, Ill. ‘3 
B.H. BARTLETT Agt. respectfully informs Ho- 
meeopathic Physicians, and others, that he has for 
sale, warranted, the princupal HOMCEOPATHIC 
MEDICINES, ia their differerent triturations 
and dilutions ; Pure Spirits of Wine, for preparing 
and preserving mediciaes ; Distilled water, pre- 
pared fur immediate ase ; Refined Sugar of Milk ; 
Pure Globules or Pellets, Vials, Corks, Diet Pa- 
pers and Labels. Arnica Flowers and Arnica 
plaster. 

Cases and single vials refilled, and Physician’s 
and Family Medicine chests on hand, and put up 
to order. All orders by mail or otherwise for any 
of the above articles, or for any Homeopathic pub- 
ications, prompty attended to. 

J. F.DESILVER, 112 Main St. Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is the Agent for the West, of the Homepa- 
thic Pharmacy at Leipsic. Physicians and others 
can always be supplied at this establishment with 
pure medicines adapted to the homeopathic sys- 
tem of treatment ; medicine chests suited to Dr. 
Herring’s Domestic Physician ; refined sugar of 
milk, &c. Also Agent forthe American Journal 
of Homeopathy edited by Drs, Kirby and Snow. 
New York; a semi-monthly publication at one 
dollar a year and adapted to lay readers. 


GENERAL AGENCY of the Central Ho- 
maopathic Pharmacy at Leipsic for the United, 
States, No. 322 Broadway. Wm. Radde respect- 
fully informs Hom. Physicians and the friends o¢ 
the System, that he is the sole Agent for the Leip- 
sic Central Homeopathic Pharmacy, and that he 
has always on hand a good assortment of the best 
Homeopathic Tinctures and Medicines in their 
different Triturations and Dilutions: also Physi- 
cian’s Pocket and Family Medicine Cases, con 
taining from 27 to 300 vials. Pure Spirits of 
Wine. Fine Vials, different sizes, and made 
of white glass. Corks, Diet Papers. Labels 
Homeopathic Chocolate. Arnica Plaster, an ex- 
cellent application for Corns. Also an assortment 
of Hom. Books, in English, German, and French ; 
as Jhar’s Manual of Hom. Practice, in 2 vols., By 
A. Gerard Hull,M. D. Hahnemann’s Chronic 
Diseases, in 5 vols., by Ch. J. Hempel, M. D 


Hahnemann’s Materia Medica, 2 vols., by Ch. J 
Hempel, &c. 




















